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Development of a global conservation strategy for mammals

The current rate of species extinction is 100-1000 times the basal extinction rate estimated from fossil records. Mammals, together with birds,  receive the highest conservation attention, yet 25% of the species in this group are currently threatened with extinction. Therefore defining global conservation strategies for mammals is a necessary step to coordinate international conservation efforts. As partner of the International Union for the Conservation of Nature, Sapienza University coordinates the Global Mammal Assessment program. Under this program we periodically update the information on conservation status for mammals and integrate them with several external data sources to have a global picture of the ecology, life history and extinction risk of the ca. 5400 extant mammal species. Our research projects follow several main directions, all of them being a spin-off of our mainstream conservation assessment program: (i) species distribution modelling, (ii) extinction risk minimization, (iii) species' threat status change, (iv) scenarios of future biodiversity loss, (v) macroecological patterns in conservation, (vi) global indicators of past and present trends of biodiversity, (vii) scaling up equitable species' conservation targets. We will present an overview of our research projects and collaborations, giving a summary of our main findings and an insight on our on-going analysis.
